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With sad but uplifting hearts, members and several wives of 

the Gettysburg War Gamers (GAG) met at O’Rourke’s Eatery and 
Spirits on Steinwehr Avenue in Gettysburg on 3 February 2011 to 
say bon voyage to one of our most beloved members. 

 
Jack Brendel joined GAG about 2002-2003 and quickly established 

himself with our merry band of gamers.  A Vietnam veteran residing at Hanover 
Junction in southern York County, Pennsylvania, Jack’s quiet demeanor and 
fairness during play was quickly noticed by the group.  We also learned quickly 
of his encyclopedic knowledge of armor from World War II to the present time.  
He told me during our soiree at O’Rourke’s as we chatted on the Egyptian 
situation, he described the Egyptian tanks clamoring down the streets of Cairo. 

Another of Jack’s talents included model making.  In many of our armor 
games we played, Jack contributed several of his small tank models that rumbled 
across the terrain on our gaming table.  According to Jack, he has a plethora of 
models he has acquired over the years, which he has yet to build. 
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A third talent that Jack displayed was his carpentry and design 
attributes.  Over the years, he displayed those talents by redesigning and 
building gaming tables for Bill Molyneaux and Bob Kertsetler.  He has the 
knack of looking at a problem, formulating a plan in his head, and at the 
same time look at raw materials at hand, and come up with a plan that can 
use and adapt those materials for the project.   

His carpentry talents also assisted Jack in his fifth talent – 
construction and/or adaptation of several terrain features for gaming tables.  
He can take a rather plain, generic terrain fixture produced by established 
plastic model companies or raw materials, and turn them into something 
unique and very realistic.  Two examples that come to mind, is a Pacific 
theatre, bunker complex (left) and his recreation of the mountain 
Islandlwana (below).  A third one is his large Stalingrad grain elevator. 

Last, but not least, Jack has an uncanny amount 
of good luck rolling dice.  Lo’ to the gamer who opposes 
Jack on the gaming table.  Many a time I would roll a 
good high number to have Jack match it, and then on the 
second roll I’d roll low, and he would roll high again.  It is 
better to play with Jack, than play against him. 

However, as the proverbial saying implies, “all good things 
come to an end.”  With the downturn in the American economy, Jack 
fell victim to lay offs.  After many months, he reassessed his priorities 
and decided to move to warmer weather and a job opportunity in 
Arizona.   

Therefore, our intrepid band of gamers, in tribute for 
all Jack has given us and how much we have learned from 
him as a colleague and friend, we decided to throw a little 
gathering for him and issue a certificate naming him an 
emeritus and lifetime member of the Gettysburg Area 
Gamers.  He also received a book on armor that each of the 
members present signed.   

 
“To every thing, there is a season ….” and Jack’s 

season with us has been very fulfilling. 
 
 
 

From left to right: Bill Molyeaux presents the GAG certificate to Jack Brendel 
(seated) while member Rob Wingert strikes a pose. 
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 GAG member Mike “Lord Plushbottom” Bell (always wearing a provocative 
shirt at GAG meetings) who resides near Harrisburg poses with Jack. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Mike (extreme left), Chris Monzi and his wife Julie, of Gettysburg, chat with 
Emmitt “Stuka” Baker during cocktail hour. 
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At the “children’s table,” as we jokingly called it, from left to right, we have Mike again,  “Mr. John” Zabawa, GAG member and proprietor of the 
Gettysburg Miniatures Shop located at the “Y” formed by the Taneytown Road and Steinwehr Avenue in Gettysburg, and Bob and Barbara Kertsetler of 
Fairfield. 
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Josh “Zombie” Wartluft (left) and Jack.  Josh who runs 
the Zombie games, which that are always entertaining, works for 
Wellspan at Gettysburg as a prime information technology expert.  
He also serves as GAG’s web master.   
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GETTYSBURG AREA GAMERS 
2011 

 

Back row (l-r): Mike Bell, Rob 
Wingert, Emmitt Baker, Jack 
Brendel, Woody Christ, Josh 
Wartluft, & Chris Monzi. 
Kneeling: Bob Kertsetler, Bill 
Molyneaux, and John Zabawa. 
Not Pictured: William (Chip) Longvel
  

Good Conversation and Good Guinness.  Conversations abound.  
Seated left to right are Julie and Chris Monzi, “Yours Truly” (Elwood W. 
“Woody” Christ), and Emmitt “Stuka” Baker.  Chris, Emmitt, and Rob Wingert 
also are members of the 62nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, a re-enactment group.  
Woody and Rob are licensed battlefield guides at Gettysburg. 
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