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For the ® game of 2011 season, GAG members gathered on
Saint Patrick’s Day to recreate another WWII névattle in 1/2400
scale, mastered by Bill M. It pitted U.S. Navaldes against a
Japanese fleet at the Midway Atoll in the late rsgpri942.

Background - (copied, paraphrased from Wikipedia)
TheBattle of Midway is widely regarded as the most important navalédat

the Pacific Campaign of World War 1. Between 4dahJune 1942, about one
month after the Battle of the Coral Sea and six tmomfter the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the United States Navy decisively defeatadimperial Japanese Navy
(IIN) attack against Midway Atoll, inflicting irrgpable damage on the Japanese
fleet. Military historian John Keegan has calletitie most stunning and decisive
blow in the history of naval warfare."*

The Japanese operation, like the earlier latteicPearl Harbor, aimed to
eliminate the United States as a strategic powethén Pacific, thereby giving

“ John KeegarThe Second World War(New York: Penguin, 2005), 275
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Japan a free hand in establishing its Greater Bag Co-
Prosperity Sphere. The Japanese hoped that ardshmralizing
defeat would force the U.S. to capitulate in theifRaWar.

The Japanese plan was to lure the United States'
remaining aircraft carriers: USS Yorktown (CV-5)ntErprise
(CV-6), and Hornet (CV-8), into a trap. The Jamnealso
intended to occupy Midway Atoll as part of an odean to
extend their defensive perimeter in response tateigant Colonel
James H. “Jimmy” Doolittle’s raid on 18 April 194firing which
25 B-25 Mitchells bombed ten military and indudtriargets in
Tokyo, two in Yokohama and one each in Yokosukagdya,
Kobe and Osaka. The Japanese military considéediidway
operation as preparatory for further attacks agalig and
Samoa.

However, flaws peppered the Japanese plan — assunspof
American reaction to a defeat and poor initial dspons of Japane
military assets. Most significantly, American illigeence broke the|
Japanese code and was able to determine the dataation of the
attack, enabling the forewarned U.S. Navy to seanpmmbush of its
own. American forces sank four Japanese airceafiess, theAkagi,
Hiryu, Kagg and Soryy and the heavy cruisevikuma (right) in
exchange for one American aircraft carrid6S Yorktowrand theUSS |
Hammann(DD-412). After Midway, and the exhausting attrit of the :
Solomon Islands campaign (January 1942-August 194apan's
shipbuilding and pilot training programs were umatbd keep pace in
replacing their losses while the U.S. steadily éased output in bot
areas.

In addition to the loss of ships, near and at Migwfoll, the [
Americans lost 150 aircraft and 307 servicemenedillwhile the s
Japanese lost 248 aircraft and 3, 057 servicentiked ki —

Probably the most famous escapade of the fight Midway was the story of Ensign George Henay,@r., the sole survivor of
Torpedo Squadron 8 off the USS Hornet. After beihgt down and his radioman killed, Gay spent 3@r$@n the water watching
three of the four Japanese carriers go down.

; -— 0\

e
Ensign George H. Gay, Jr. (1917-1994), seen leanimg the “Sole Survivor VT-8' Ensign George Gay, BatteMidway, 4
propeller, was the sole survivor of VT-8's TBD Detsior group at June 1942. Scale Modeler Artist, Konley éell*

Midway. This image was taken in front of his aaftwith his rear

gunner, ARM3c George Arthur Field (in “Mae West"hile USS

Hornet (CV-8) was in the Coral Sea, circa May 1942.

" The editor’s father, Warren G. Christ, contributedhe “increased output” of pilots. He was allzin flight instructor in the War Training Servider the U. S.
Army at Mustang Field, near Dallas, Texas ca. 1@4®for the U. S. Navy at Natchitoches, Louisiaaal®44.

* Image found atvww.aircraftresourcecenter.com/Gal6/5901-6000/c#85®evastator_Kelley/00.shtm

2




GAG NEWSLETTER Vol. 2, No. 11

Did You Know About ... Midway Atoll

The Hawaiian name for Midway is “Pihemanu” meanitige loud din of birds,” and for good reason. @dse 2
million birds of 19 species nest on the atoll, @rths the largest Laysan albatross colony in thgdv

Early inhabitants were castaway crews of severgtlaailing vessels. The United States claimedsihed throughj
Captain N.C. Middlebrooks in 1859 under the Guarm, Avhich allowed Americans to occupy uninhabitadds to
obtain guano. It was the first offshore island annexed by the Weil Statesand is the only island in the Northwegst
Hawaiian Islands not to become part of the statdanfaii.

Geographical position made it a key midway locatfon early trans-Pacific cable communications (19@8d
seaplane flights (1935).

At times, the atoll has been home to up to 6,00@sEmen and dependents.

In 1996, the U.S. Navy removed tons of debris, ydakl tanks and lead paint, as well as rats, antet the military
base over to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Following the March 2011 Japanese Earthquake,dhelting tsunami all but submerged Midway. Damtméhe
wildlife there was formable.

Game Board

Soryu , Mogami

N\

\ Horne:
\Enterprise \
Yorktown

Game System
The game system was one that Bill M foundreninternet at War Spawn Games, which he adapi@éwhat for GAG purposes.

Go to www.angelfire.com/games2/warpspawn/Midway.htniThe key to the real Midway battle was the domagaof airpower.
Therefore, the object of the game is for the Japane sink the US carriers and take Midway. TheeAocans needed to sink
Japanese carriers, denying them the luxury to laand land planes, and hold onto the Midway apstri

The Opponents
The American commanders were Mike (USS Hori@hip (USS Enterprise); Rob (USS Yorktown); alatis (Midway Atoll).
For the Imperial Japanese Navy, there was JosIC(Bdtyu and IJN Mogami); Bob (IJNC Hiryu); and EningiNJC Akagi and
Kaga).
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Game Play in Pics

Editor's Note: As the Shakespearian play notegWare the Ides of March.” Well, yours truly is tdlo aware of that statement. On 15 March, | werthe
Gettysburg Hospital emergency room due to somelgmubthat led to a four-day stint in the York Heeslpi Thus, | spent my Saint Patty’s Day in bed ditinot
attend the game. Bill M took a few images of softke game play and a few notes.

Based on only a few notes from Bill and avasation with him when he picked me up at the Yddspital, the Americans made
a well-intentioned attempt at holding off the Jagmonslaught.

[oN

One of the trickier parts off play is decigimvhen to launch bombers an
fighters, and how to land them in an efficient memnMoreover, each player ha
to be mindful of fuel consumption. For at least fiyhters, they could only fly for
four turns before they had to land to refuel/rearfnyour timing was off, or you
opted to launch bombers rather than fighters, @iveier commander could find
himself, as the Japanese did in reality, havinglédabombers on the flight deck,
no fighter cover, and here comes the American diwabers.

L

T The Carrieryi in deep do-do.
D — .
The USS Yorktown smoking up a storm

Josh on the Soryu (left) and Boliten
Hiryu launch aircratft.

R %
The Americans performed admirably. As in sngames, it's the &"‘-‘1

luck of the die rolls. Over three hours, Mike's dthets” sank the| ’

Josh’s Japanese cruiser Mugami and carrier SoRab’s Yorktown

sent Bob’s Hiryu to the deep six. Chris’ Midwayskd air armada san}

Emmitt's Kaga. True to history.

HOWEVER, before Bob’s Hiryu went down to Dgvdones’
locker, his planes sank Mike’s Hornet; and Emmitt only sank Chip’s
Enterprise and Rob’s Yorktown, he also took outi€ktidway forces.

Thus, the Japanese took Midway, though &g kigh cost and had
a stepping stone that much closer to Hawaii.

In the immortal words of that song, “I think I
turning Japanese; | think I'm turning Japaneseally think so!”
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